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The front-page of Pester Lloyd, 22 November 1916 
New College Library, Oxford, SWN01 
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Pester Lloyd was an influential newspaper in the Empire, 
first founded in 1854 and aimed at German speaking 
merchants in Pest, the Hungarian capital. It defended 
the Habsburg Monarchy and supported the dual state 
approach developed after 1867 by Franz Joseph.20 In 
the Seton-Watson collection, there is a series of issues 
from the Emperor’s death on 21 November until 30 
November 1916, including both early and evening 
editions. A rare primary resource from Austria-Hungary 
during the First World War, it gives a unique insight into 
daily life in the Empire during the conflict. Naturally, 
there is extensive discussion of Franz Joseph, with the 
newspaper including a detailed biography and 
information about the funeral preparations. On the left, 
you can see an announcement of the visit of Kaiser 
Wilhelm II to Vienna after Franz Josef’s death, so that 
he could pay his respects in person. 

In other parts of the issues, though, we gain a 
greater glimpse into the true extent of the war. Firstly, 
it is possible to see the true geographical scale of the 

conflict. Below on the left, you can see the section of the newspaper that includes reports from all 
the different theatres of the war. There is a report from the Italian Front, a report about a suspected 
‘cabinet crisis’ in the British Government due to food shortages, a report about the success of 
German U-Boats in the English Channel, and a report about the difficulties faced by Russian 

 
20 Andrea Seidler, ‘Pester Lloyd and the German-Speaking Upper Classes of Hungary: A Budapest Newspaper in the 
Context of Increasing Magyarisation’, in Narrated Empires: Perceptions of Late Habsburg and Ottoman Multinationalism, ed. 
Johanna Chovanec and Olof Heilo (Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2021), pp. 239, 254. 

‘Kaiser Wilhelm at Franz Josef’s coffin’ 
Pester Lloyd, 28 November 1916 

New College Library, Oxford, SWN01 
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Front-page of the Neue Freie Presse, 27 May 1917 
New College Library, Oxford, SWN01 

 
This newspaper 

article is of further 
historical interest as the 
section mentioned above 
has also been highlighted 
in pencil, presumably by 
Seton-Watson himself. 
This conclusion is further 
supported in the close-up 
image of part of the 
article on the right, as the 
text that has been 
highlighted refers to the 
war aims of Britain—naturally of interest to Seton-Watson. At this point, the article argues that 
the main war aim of the British Empire was to emerge from the conflict as the head of the Entente 
alliance and to not let this alliance between France, the United Kingdom, and Russia fail after the 
end of hostilities. This second newspaper source, therefore, is interesting on several levels. Firstly, 
it acts as a useful comparison to the earlier Pester Lloyd issues, providing more contemporary 
reaction to events during the First World War from an Austro-Hungarian perspective. Secondly, 
it also provides a possible link to Seton-Watson himself through these manuscript additions. It 
represents opinion during the very last few years of the Empire and starts to consider what would 
replace it—a process that Seton-Watson would be actively involved in throughout the interwar 
period. 

The newspapers make up only one small part of the Seton-Watson collection. We can now 
turn our attention to some particular highlights from the largest group contained within it—printed 
books relating to the history of Eastern and Central Europe. Again, many of these publications 
are written in German. One significant item 



Seton-Watson Collection 

https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=Bilder%20aus%20%C3%B6sterreichisch-ungarischen%20Kriegsgefangenen-Lagern&rn=2&for=oxf
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=Bilder+aus+%C3%B6sterreichisch-ungarischen+Kriegsgefangenen-Lagern&offset=1




Seton-Watson Collection 

New College Notes 21 (2024), no. 6 
ISSN 2517-6935 

8 

 
die meisten Menschen das Thema mit einem Seufzer oder Achselzucken abzutun 
liebten; denn was wusste man viel von den „Reich der Unwahrscheinlichkeiten“, wie es 
einst treffend genannt wurde?31 
 

[most people tended to dismiss the subject with a sigh or a shrug of the shoulders; for what much did 
anyone know about the ‘Empire of Improbabilities’, as it used to be aptly called?] 

 
Indeed, Schüssler admits that he is writing this book to address this very lack of interest, 
contrasting the German approach to the attitude of the French and British, arguing that historians 
from these countries had researched Austria-Hungary and its importance in Europe more 
thoroughly. Below, you can see that one of the British historians mentioned in the book is none 
other than Seton-Watson himself—







Seton-Watson Collection 

New College Notes 21 (2024), no. 

 --



Seton-Watson Collection 

New College Notes 21 (2024), no. 6 
ISSN 2517-6935 

12 

areas around Vienna, together with the independence of Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland, and 
Hungary.48 Instead of peaceful cooperation or the continuation of the Empire argued in this 
source, the decades after the First World War were marked by political instability, with a 
militarization of the new borders and forced population transfers. Indeed, it has been argued that 
‘far from resolving territorial conflicts . . . this re-mapping of East Central Europe in the wake of 
World War I made for more contestation.49 Taken together, these two pamphlets showcase a 
defence of the Austria-Hungarian Empire by its German-speaking political leaders. Crucial first-
hand accounts of Austrian opinion during the First World War, they look both backwards to the 
start of the conflict and forwards into a future that would be completely altered by it. 

In conclusion, this New College Note has demonstrated the true richness of the Seton-
Watson collection. It has revealed that the collection contains a wealth of unique or rare primary 
and secondary material in German for an important part of European history. From newspapers 
to books and pamphlets, the collection includes both contemporary political thought and historical 
analysis, as well as providing a glimpse into everyday life in the Austro-Hungarian Empire during 
this unprecedented conflict. As seen above, there are still many debates between historians around 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire and its role in the First World War. Indeed, the starts of these 
debates can be glimpsed in the Seton-Watson collection itself—particularly regarding the future 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, its relations with Germany, and its effectiveness as a supra-
national state. If we take just one of these research areas—the future of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire after the First World War—this article has shown that the Seton-Watson collection 
contains a wide range of contemporary viewpoints from both within Austria-Hungary itself and 
its close ally Germany. That is why this collection is so useful for historians. Together with the 
material at University College London,50 Seton-Watson bequeathed to New College a collection 
that allows historians to gain a more accurate and multifaceted impression of this crucial region, 
and crucial moment, in European history
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