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The Staircase to Nowhere and its Greek Inscription 
 
Deep in the bowels of the new Gradel buildings is the so-called basement hub, a circular area from 



Staircase to Nowhere 
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Staircase (middle), Gradel Quadrangles, New College, Oxford 

 

 
 

Staircase (bottom), Gradel Quadrangles, New College, Oxford 

 
In short, the horizontal word at the top names the space, and the vertical words (ΟΥΔΑΜΩΣ 
ΥΜΑΣ ΔΕΙ ΑΝΕΡΩΤΑΝ ΜΑΤΗΝ ΟΠΟΥ ΥΠΕΡΩΙΟΝ) offer timely advice about a question 
which shouldn’t be asked; and, if anyone does, the answer is the word at the top! 

More than this I don’t want to say. A riddle ceases to be a riddle when its answer is known, 
and I’ve already given away more of the game than I ever intended, leaving the curious no more 
than a few Greek words to construe. 
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