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Amicabilis Concordia

With no surviving original, it is hard to be certain as to quite what the original document
might have looked like. As an indenture, it is likely to have been written on a single sheet of
parchment, with an indented or zig-zag head, with the seals of the four institutions on parchment
tags appended through slits in a turnup at the foot of the document. Each institution should have
had a copy, with each one looking pretty much the same. The transcribed text begins with a
statement as to what the document is, then that it is for everyone, and then whom it is from,
naming the heads of house and the corporate title of each. New College heads the list=in the
form of Warden Nicholas Osulbury=IRNRZHG E\ = LQFKHVWHU &RIWHJIH - 1QJ-V &RIHJH, and Eton
College. This could also just reflect the fact that New College (1379) and Winchester College (1382)
DUH UDNKHU ROGHU IRXQGDILRQV WKDQ - LQJ-V &RIHJIH DQG (IRQ &RIHIH 7KHUH LV IKHQ
some rationale for what they are agreeing to, in that they share a common dedication=St Mary
the Virgin=and, albeit they are in different locations, a commonality of purpose and of their
IRXQGHU- LQWHQW 7KHUHEN WKH\ DJUHH UHFLSURFDOO\ IR KHOS HDFK RWKHU HVSHFLDON LQ IDZVXLIV=lay
and ecclesiastical=to defend their properties and their rights, both of the colleges and of their
members. The influence of William of Wykeham in all their foundations is then acknowledged by
a caveat that for his sake they will not thereby assist against the bishop, [cathedral] church, or prior
and chapter of Winchester. A statement of mutual assistance follows, which will be incumbent on
their successors, followed by the sealing and dating clauses. The dating clause has no place date,
so it is difficult to discern at which, if any, of the four institutions, this might have been originally
drawn up.!

As to the context for the Concordia, it would seem to be part of the setting up and initial

GHYHIRSPHQW RI +HQU\ 9,V associated IRXQGDILRQV Rl (IRQ &RIUHIH DQG - LQJ-V &RIHIH %\
ERIK ZHUH XQGHU ZD\ EXIl ZHUH VI YHU\ PXFK GHYHIRSLQJ -1QJ-V &RWHJH was still on its initial
relatively small site which Henry VI would look to expand considerably in the next few years. He
would also look to bring its establishment up from an initial 12 scholars to the New College model
of 70. As Wykeham had done for New College with the then popes Urban VI and Boniface 1X,
Henry would also secure a number (
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as the patron of William Waynflete, whom he had appointed to the mastership of the Hospital of
St Mary Magdalen in Winchester in 1438. Waynflete would even go on to succeed Beaufort as
bishop of Winchester in 1447, and to emulate Wykeham in founding an Oxford college=
Magdalen in 1458 Beaufort may also have been mindful of his episcopal SUHGHFHWRU-V
foundations of New College and Winchester and his relative lack of endowment of them. He may
thus have been keen to provide something of a legacy which might smooth their existence in the
uncertain political times of his last years, when he was also supporting his particular interest of St
Cross Hospital.°

The Concordia is also somewhat symptomatic of its time. As well as political uncertainties
at home, there was the military situation in France which was exacerbating political tensions in
England. The Concordia was being drawn up at about the time that the earl of Suffolk was
negotiating HHQU\ 9,V PDUULDJH IR ODUJDUHN RI SQIRX DQG D WUXFH ZLIK IKH )UHQFK (to last until 1
April 1446), as English fortunes declined in France. It may have been mere coincidence that this
truce was to start on 1 July 1444,
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The signed and EHULEERQHG PHQX IRU IKH GLQQHU DIWHU iKH - LQJ-V &RUHIH YHUVXV 1HZ &RNHJIH IRRIEDY
New College Archives, Oxford, NCA JCR/R/Mallett/4b

As well as student sporting exchanges, there was a suggestion in 1931 at New College that
D PRUH IRUPD) H[FKDQJH RI FRPPRQ URRP ULJKIV ZLIK - LQJ-V PLIKW EH GLVFXWHG D committee was
duly appointed.”® Nothing seems to have come of this initiative which was perhaps looking to
HQKDQFH IKH VRFLD) H[FKDQJH DIUHDG\ WDNLQJ SIDFH EHIZHHQ - LQJ-V &RIHIJH DQG 1HZ &RIUHIH ZLIK
PHPEHW DIHQGLQJ IRUPD) FHIHEUDHLRQV DI HDFK RWKHU-V ORFDILRQV ** The initiative was revived in
1974/5 when there was again discussion between the two colleges about reciprocal rights for their
senior members. Neither seemed to be being particularly generous though in suggesting that
visiting fellows from the other institution would have to pay for meals. There was also discussion
about taking such reciprocity to the level of junior members with discussions about such as access
IR WKH RWKHU-V OLEUDU\ $ VILFNLQJ SRLQW IRV 1HZ &RNHJIH ZDV WKDW EN IKHQ - 1QJV &RIIHJH ZDV Fo-
UHVLGHQILD0 DQG 1HZ &RNHJIH ZRX(G EH {XQDEM IR H[WHQG IIKH VDPH KRVSLIDIUN IR - LQJ-V ZRPHQ:
that bar would be removed in 1979 when New College also became mixed.”

That the Amicabilis Concordia was very much still in mind in these years became
particularly clear in 1944 when it was formally affirmed by all four institutions. The Second World
= DUKDG DOVHDG\ QRH GHIHUUHG 1.HZ &RXHJH IURP DI 0HDVI GUDINLQJ D (HINHU R1 FRQJUDWXIDILRQ WR - LQJ-V
College on its 500th anniversary in 1941, and this was enhanced when the similar 500th
anniversary of the Concordia arose three years later. The Provost of Eton seems to have been the
first to spot the anniversary as his letter reminding New College of this was reported at the Warden

JCR/R/Mallett/4, NCA JCR/R/Darlow (1919, 1921, 1922, 1924 (on two separate occasions). Athletics: NCA
JCR/L2/B2 (1928). Tennis: NCA JCR/R/Parsons/1 (1930).

13 NCA 9645, p. 124.

14 7KH PHQX FRYHU IRU WIKH JRXQGHU-V &RP PHPRUDILRQ DIl 2HZ &RNHJIH IHDWXUHV IKH DUPV RI DFIXDI\ D00 IRXU
LQWILIXILRQV 1&%$ -&5 5 3KISSV $UIDQIHPHQWV IRV 1HZ &RWUHJIH-V DIHQGDQFH DIl - LQJ-V ZHUH EHLQJ GLVFXWHG
in 1936: NCA 9646, p. 74.

15 NCA ACA 1/97.
16
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the Concordia involving all four choirs, with also a dinner in New College. Logistically, organising
all four choirs in one location has not been easy, and this concert had to be held on 22 April rather
than the ideal date of 1 July which should perhaps have been feasible as it was a Friday. Warden
MacGregor acknowledged that hitting the actual anniversary had been his intention but that a ten-
week lead-in time was probably what the original Concordia had had anyway. The programme for
the concert comprised choral pieces reflecting roughly the eras of 1444, or at least since 1444, and
1994.%° So organising just two choirs in one location has been more manageable. Thus New College
DQG -1QJV &RIHIH KDYH FRRSHUDIHG PRst UHFHQIO\ LQ VXFK DV D SHUIRUPDQFH LQ -1QJ-V &RIHIH
&KDSH) Rl +D\GQ-V The Creation on 3 November 2023 by the two choirs and a concert in New
College Chapel by the two back rows (groups known respectively as the New Men and the -1QJV
Men) on 5 May 2024.% This last concert even promoted in its publicity that it was a celebration of
the 580th DQQLYHUWDU\ RI IKH &RQFRUGLD DQG XIWLVHG DQ LPDJH RI WKH JRXQGHU-V
Commemoration featuring all 4 institutions. Indeed, this piece itself has even been prompted by a
YWUNIR 1HZ &RIHIH RQ  ODUFK IURP WKH -1QJV &RIHIJH OLGGH &RPPRQ 5RRP ZKHQ
some of the material discussed here was displayed. Such interchange and cooperation were very
much the idea of the original Concordia and is testimony to its enduring legacy.

L

Publicity for the New Men DQG - 1QJ-V OHQ FRQFHUW RQ OD\
New College Archives, Oxford, NCA CH/K11/1

Michael Stansfield
Archivist & Records Manager
New College, Oxford

20 NCA CH/HE6.
2 NCA CH/H6; NCA CH/K11.
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