
New College Notes 19 (2023), no. 1 
ISSN 2517-6935 

1 

Andrew Holes and John Burgh: Two Wykehamists, One Manuscript Collection1 
 
A learned man, a pious man (beyond what can be expected of northern Europeans), a man given to 
giving alms and to buying books. The fifteenth-century Florentine book-seller, Vespasiano da Bisticci, 
took a liking to Andrew Holes, and the reasons are not difficult to fathom. Vespasiano spent his 
retirement writing potted biographies of his former clients, among whom he included just three 
Englishman, an earl (John Tiptoft, of Worcester), a bishop (William Gray, of Ely) and the sometime 
royal proctor at the papal curia, Holes.2 All three, during their time in Florence, parted with their 
money in Vespasiano’s shops and, in Holes’s cases, bought so many manuscripts that he suffered the 
problem of having excess luggage when he eventually left Italy: Vespasiano claims that, in order to 
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Harvey. Furthermore, this article provides new information which sheds fresh light on Holes’s 
immediate circle.5 
 

 
 

New College Library, Oxford, MS 201, f. 1r—showing Holes’s coat-of-arms and annotations by Johannes Baerts 
This and following images © Courtesy of the Warden and Scholars of New College, Oxford 

                                                           
5 Some of what follows was adumbrated in Rundle, ‘Imperfect Knowledge’, while other elements of Holes’s career 
will be expounded more fully in my Instaurations in the Making: England and the identity of Italian Renaissance Humanism (in 
preparation).  
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[8] OXFORD: MAGDALEN, MS lat. 135—Aquinas, comm. on New Testament, I (Florence, 1439 × 
1440)—this has a companion volume in MS lat. 136, which is by the same scribe, thus allowing us to 
date the production of this codex. It includes annotations by Holes (fol. 23, 35, 47v, 106v, ?126, 146v).  
DH&EH, sub no. 31; Harvey, p. 32; A&T, no. 923; Hanna and Rundle. 

 
[9] OXFORD: MAGDALEN, MS lat. 136—Aquinas, comm. on New Testament, II (Florence, 1440)—
companion volume to MS lat. 135, by the same scribe, who dates this manuscript. This also has 
annotations by Holes (fol. 257v, 258, 258v, 259v). 
DH&EH, sub no. 31; Harvey, p. 32; A&T, no. 924. 

 
[10] MAGDALEN, MS lat. 191—Bartolomeo da San Concordio, Summa de casibus—signed and dated 
at fol. 203rb by the scribe, Johannes Baerts, to 1440, when he was in Florence—Holes adds mainly 
non-verbal annotations (fol. 22, 23v, 27, 56, 56v, 57). His ownership is corroborated by a note added 
after his death, at fol. iiv: ‘Magister Johannes Mydelton Vnus executorum testamenti magistri Andree 
Holes Wellensis / archidiaconi donavit istum librum Priori et conventui domus de witham ex bonis 
dicti M. /
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New College Library, Oxford, MS 133, f. 67r—showing the addition of Greek after Holes notes its absence 

 
[14] OXFORD: NEW COLLEGE, MS 133—Lactantius, Institutiones Divinae (Florence, s. xv2/4)—written 
in littera antiqua throughout, with gaps originally left for Greek passages, which have then been 
supplied in small capitals, with the original scribe then adding an interlinear translation in rubric. What 
is striking is that these insertions seem to have been requested by Holes himself: at fol. 64v, 67, he 
writes in the margin next to the sections for Greek ‘deficit’, which would obviously only be relevant 
before they were added; at the latter of these, Burgh adds interlinear translations to two short Greek 
phrases. So, it would appear that Holes commissioned the manuscript, had sight of it at an early stage, 
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[22] OXFORD: NEW COLLEGE, MS 265—Boethius, De Consolatione philosophiae—in textualis rotunda 
(?Florence, s. xiv ex.)—de la Mare noted that there are annotations by Andrew Holes, referring in 
particular to 
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