
 





First Edwardian Prayer Book 

New College Notes 15 (2021), no. 5 
ISSN 2517-6935 

3 

page did not follow the first in every particular, and the general layout could have been prescribed by 
the manuscript. But each starts with ‘THE’ in two-line great primer roman flanked by Aldine leaves, 
divides the rest of the title (differently) into nine lines of great primer textura, then uses smaller italic 
(english for Grafton, pica for Whitchurch) to identify himself in two lines, to claim priuilegio ad 
imprimendum solum 
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New College Library, Oxford, BT1.131.19, A.iiij. 
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I 
 
Turning now to the main text, the first important conclusion is that Richard Grafton printed the three 
sections of part 1 in the order b, a, and c. The running-titles used throughout the lengthy section 1b 
read ‘At the Communion’. Grafton’s second and third editions (STC 16269 and 16269.5) are quired 
exactly as is his first, and in some copies of each, one or more sheets ‘proper’ to the other (or 
occasionally even to his first edition) can be found. In the copy of 16295 in the Parker Library at 
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge (shelfmark EP.V.11), the four running-titles of sheet A3:4 were 
likewise printed as ‘At the Communion’, although they should have read ‘Mattins’ on both sides of 
A3, ‘Euensong’ on A4v, while A4r should not have had a running title at all. Each headline, however, 
has been corrected by a contemporary paste-on printed cancel. The same is true of pages A2r and A5v 
in that copy, although the running titles of pages A2v and A5r 
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a six-leaf quire V, leaving only a single blank page to focus attention on the beginning of the 
Communion service on X1r. He could not have begun to do that without prior access to Grafton’s 
finished quires N–V, in which he could measure and mark exactly how much text each of his own 
compositors had to fit into their allotted pages. Rather than racing to finish a day ahead of Grafton, 
Whitchurch is here at least twenty-five completed sheets behind him. 
 

II 
 
Grafton’s cancelled running-titles 
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had done, and the Whitchurch layouts sometimes seem eccentric.3 
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As a consequence of the misprinted signature ‘❧.i.’ on page ❧2r, one of this volume’s binders 

wrongly assumed that the preface (despite being correctly listed first in the list of contents on ❧1v) 

ought to be placed between the calendar and the beginning of part 1. He therefore wrapped sheet ❧2 
around quire πA8. I suspect that it was the first binder who made that mistake in or shortly after 1549, 
and that the misplacement was simply not noticed when the volume was rebound.


