
New College Notes 13 (2020), no. 3 
ISSN 2517-6935 

1 

William Dowsing Reads a Plague Sermon 
 
In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic, someone considering the various early modern 
religious tracts which make up New College Library, Oxford, 

                                                
1 Andrew Weeks, Paracelsus: Speculative Theory and the Crisis of the Early Reformation (Albany: State University of New York 
Press, 1997), p. 53. On the 1533 Nuremberg plague more generally, see Hannah Murphy, A New Order of Medicine: The 
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played a defining role in the English Reformation. These include works by William Tyndale,15 Jean 
Calvin, John Jewel. In this area, he seems to have been guided by John Foxe’s Actes and Monuments, 


