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Anniversaries, Alumni, and Acquisitions: New College Library in 2019 
 

 
 

Geometry and Astronomy in New College, Oxford (2019), front cover 
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dedication to James Brydges, 1st Duke of Chandos (1674�²1744), of Handel Chandos Anthems fame. 
Brydges was a New College man, who in 1710 gifted his college £100 to help fund the Garden 
Quad and its wrought-iron gate screen. 
 

 
 

John Keill, An Introduction to the True Astronomy (1730), title-page 
New College Library, Oxford, NB.41.20 
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The book does indeed bear interesting signs of its former ownership, by �Z�D�\���R�I���$�P�S�O�H�I�R�U�W�K�·�V���R�O�G��
white lozenge-�V�K�D�S�H�G�� �S�D�S�H�U�� �O�D�E�H�O�� �W�R�� �L�W�V�� �V�S�L�Q�H���� �$�P�S�O�H�I�R�U�W�K�·�V�� �V�K�H�O�I�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �O�D�E�H�O�� �W�R�� �L�W�V�� �I�U�R�Q�W��
pastedown, and that l�L�E�U�D�U�\�·�V���P�R�Q�D�V�W�L�F���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K-century purple gothic-style stamp on the recto 
of the first endleaf�����¶�6�����/�D�X�U�H�Q�W�L�L���%�L�E�O�L�R�W�K�H�F�D���0�R�Q�D�V�W�H�U�L�L���$�S�X�G���$�P�S�O�H�I�R�U�W�K�·. 
 

        
 
Spine with lozenge-shaped paper label, and the �E�R�R�N�V�W�D�P�S�����¶�6�����/�D�X�U�H�Q�W�L�L���%�L�E�O�L�R�W�K�H�F�D���0�R�Q�D�V�W�H�U�L�L���$�S�X�G���$�P�S�O�H�I�R�U�W�K�· 

New College Library, Oxford, NB.41.20 
 

II 
 

If we fast-forward from 1619 in Oxford some 360 years to 1979, women students are       
for the first time ever matriculating at New College. The past forty years have seen                               
an outstanding literary output from New College women writers, who count among their     
number the novelists Rachel Cusk (b. 1967), Roopa Farooki (b. 1974), Rachel Johnson (b. 1965), 
Sophie Kinsella (b. 1969), and Kate Mosse (b. 1961). Modern collections in our library today will 
become the stuff of our special collections of the future; and we have the very pleasing obligation 
to collect the works of New College authors who are currently writing. W�H���D�L�P���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�U�\�·�V��
alumni collection (our NC sequence) a comprehensive institutional print repository of books and 
pamphlets by and about New College women and men. 
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Paula Wilson, Portrait of Ruth Mazo Karras and Caroline Kay (2019), oil on board, 100 x 90 cms 
New College, Oxford 

 

 
 

�¶The New College Apocalypse�·��(1300�²1310) 
New College Library, Oxford, MS 65, f. 78v�³
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III  
 
 2019 has seen another landmark for New College women writers in the appointment of 
New College alumna Alice Oswald (b. 1966) as Oxford Professor of Poetry, the 46th poet to take 
up post, and the first woman ever to do so. Alice was made an honorary fellow of New College 
also this year. Her widely acclaimed writing has won many awards, including the T. S. Eliot Prize 
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Lodovico Beccadelli, Vita Reginaldi Poli, Britanni, S.R.E. Cardinalis, et Cantuariensis Archiepiscopi (1563) 
Title-page with �S�U�L�Q�W�H�U�·�V���G�H�Y�L�F�H �D�Q�G���P�R�W�W�R���¶Renovata iuventus�·�����¶�<�R�X�W�K���L�V���W�R���E�H���U�H�Q�H�Z�H�G�·�� 

New College Library, Oxford, BT1.17.20 
 
 

Christopher Skelton-Foord 
Librarian 

New College, Oxford 

                                                
Manuscripts (Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 1999), and �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�� �3�R�R�O�H���� �¶A New Acquisition: 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�R�U�X�V���/�R�Q�J�R�O�L�X�V�·�V���&�R�S�\���R�I���W�K�H��1511 Parisian Edition of the Corpus Juris Civilis�·, New College Notes 4 (2013), no. 9. 

https://www.new.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/4NCN9%20%282013%29%20Books%20from%20Longolius%27%20library.pdf
https://www.new.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/4NCN9%20%282013%29%20Books%20from%20Longolius%27%20library.pdf

