A Book with a Price in the World:
New College MS 274

How should college students pay for their education? How can colleges meet their own expenses?
Although such questions feel new, similar concerns surfaced at the very moment European
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John Warder, was a Benedictine monk at St. Albans who likely came to Oxford in 1453.° A lower
level scholar at the time of these loans, he supplicated for his bachelor’s degree in theology in 1454.
In short, neither Consobrinus nor Warder had an intellectual or academic affinity for Pliny’s writings:
both were theologians. And while the

3 New College Notes 11 (2019), no. 2
ISSN 2517-6935



A Book with a Price in the World

4 New College Notes 11 (2019), no. 2
ISSN 2517-6935


https://twitter.com/NewCollegeLib/status/1155787820662964224
https://twitter.com/NewCollegeLib/status/1155787820662964224
https://twitter.com/NewCollegeLib/status/1155787820662964224

A Book with a Price in the World

5 New College Notes 11 (2019), no. 2
ISSN 2517-6935



A Book with a Price in the World

Stationers have many places they could put their marks. In other texts they lie off to the side.
(And here | should note that there is a later pledge note at the end of MS 274 (on f. 197v), with the
valuation of stationer John More, which is tucked off to the side.) But this placement of Godsond’s
mark feels deliberate and cheeky. By putting his mark and his price in the centre of the world, or at
least on the reverse of it, Godsond reminds us of his own importance and, at the same time of the
importance of the many other people—the donors, chest keepers, and other stationers—who made
this whole system possible.

By the time Warder and Consobrinus took out their loans, there were well over a dozen chests
in operation, and they had become the University’s largest cash asset. Godsond might not have been
at the centre of the world. But he was definitely at the centre of Oxford’s financial infrastructure, and
his marks offers a visible reminder of that fact.

Jenny Adams
University of Massachusetts Amherst
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